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A Study of Joon-Il Kang’s Hae—Maji Gut
for Cello, Piano and Jang—Go

LEE, Heekyung

Joon-11 Kang(1944- ) is a unique composer who graduated in physics
and studied composition by himself — it’s an unusual case in Korea. In
contrast to most Korean composers living as Professor not able to
concentrate on composition, he has been as a full-time composer for
about 30 years. Moreover, he has been interested in Korean traditional
music, especially folk music and shaman music, and acquainted with the
masters of folk music for a long time. It's no accident that his first
successful piece was Madang for Samul-Nori and Orchester (1983).
Since then he composed more than 200 pieces that cover a great number
of art songs, plenty of chamber music with various instruments,

concertos for Samul-Nori or Korean traditional instruments and Western
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orchester, or for Western instruments and Korean traditional orchester
etc. His compositional activity has been more creative and energetic in
the last three years. Hae-Maji Gut for Cello, Piano and Jang-Go (2001)
is the representative piece of his recent works.

This piece was commissioned for the Silk Road Project led by Cellist
Yo-Yo Ma and is derived from a shaman performance to the new sun
called ‘Hae-Maji Gut’, as the composer’s concept was to show Korea as
"the land of morning clam” which located in the Far East in the Silk
Road. So, the piece consists of five movements which present five
scenes of the shaman performance: Prologue, Aurm, Teo-burlim,
Mazi-Gut, Epilogue(Shaman Song). The characteristic features of the
piece are the subtly fluctuating tones in the linear progression, the
rhythmic vitality of the sound flow, and the spiritual aura of the whole
piece. These characteristics arise from the compositional thought which
the composer has sought all his life: ie. the understanding of the
philosophical essence and the constitutive principle inherent in Korean
traditional music. Based on this understanding, he tried to find out the
method to realize vitally moving tone and the way to rebirth spirituality
of music. Hae-Maji Gut is a typical work which represents his artistic
thinking and musical style.



